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Dick Hillary is a commercial litigator and health Practice Areas

care reimbursement strategist who helps health
systems, medical providers, businesses, and
other mission-driven organizations solve
complex disputes involving revenue,
regulation, litigation, and risk. A member of
Miller Johnson’s Management Committee and
a leader in the firm’s health care
reimbursement practice, Dick has spent nearly
three decades handling significant litigation,
reimbursement disputes, regulatory matters,
and appeals.

Health care reimbursement is a defining part of his practice.
Dick has helped health care organizations recover hundreds
of millions of dollars in insured medical claims while
developing strategies to improve reimbursement and
address recurring payer problems. He advises clients not
only on individual claims and lawsuits, but also on the larger
guestions behind them: identifying patterns in denials and
underpayments, assessing financial exposure, determining
which disputes warrant litigation, developing negotiation and
recovery strategies, and reducing future reimbursement risk.

Dick is recognized in Michigan and beyond for his work

involving medical reimbursement and Michigan No-Fault
litigation. That experience extends from trial courts to the
state’s highest court. A former Michigan Court of Appeals
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Over the course of his career, Dick’s work has helped

health care organizations recover hundreds of millions of
dollars in insured medical claims. Those recoveries include
unpaid medical charges as well as, where available, interest,
attorney fees, and other remedies.

But his reimbursement practice extends beyond pursuing
individual unpaid accounts. Dick works with clients to identify
patterns in payer behavior, assess systemic reimbursement
problems, develop litigation and negotiation strategies, and
improve their ability to recover amounts they are owed. He



frequently works at the intersection of litigation strategy and
revenue-cycle concerns, helping clients determine how
individual disputes fit within a broader reimbursement
strategy.

Commercial and ERISA Litigation

Dick represents businesses, organizations, and individuals
in significant commercial disputes. His experience includes
breach-of-contract claims, shareholder and ownership
disputes, negligence claims, business torts, and other
complex litigation.

He also represents and counsels employers, insurers,
retirement and welfare benefit plans, third-party
administrators, health care providers, and other parties in
disputes arising under ERISA. His experience includes
claims for benefits, fiduciary-duty disputes, plan
administration issues, and employee-benefits litigation in
state and federal courts.

Across these matters, Dick focuses not only on litigation
tactics but also on the business consequences of the
dispute, including financial exposure, operational disruption,
regulatory implications, and opportunities for resolution.

Health Care Regulatory, Behavioral Health, Licensing
and Investigations

Dick advises health care organizations and professionals on
regulatory and operational issues in addition to litigation. His
practice includes behavioral health, professional licensing,
regulatory compliance, government investigations, and white-
collar matters affecting health care organizations and
professionals.

He represents clients when investigations, licensing
disputes, enforcement matters, and other high-stakes
regulatory issues arise and helps organizations evaluate the
broader operational and reputational consequences that
often accompany those matters.

Child Welfare
Dick maintains a significant child welfare practice



representing child-caring institutions, child-placing agencies,
and other organizations serving children and families.

He advises and represents these organizations in litigation,
regulatory matters, licensing issues, investigations, and
other significant disputes affecting their operations and
missions. His work in this area combines litigation
experience with an understanding of the regulatory
environment in which child welfare organizations operate
and the institutional consequences that legal disputes can
create.

Appellate Practice

Appellate advocacy has been a significant part of Dick’s
practice throughout his career. Before joining Miller Johnson,
he served as law clerk to the Honorable William B. Murphy
of the Michigan Court of Appeals. For more than 25 years,
he has handled appeals involving health care
reimbursement, Michigan No-Fault law, commercial
disputes, insurance coverage, and other complex legal
issues.

Dick has argued multiple times before the Michigan
Supreme Court and repeatedly before the Michigan Court of
Appeals. He has served as lead appellate counsel and
principal brief writer in significant cases involving medical-
provider reimbursement and Michigan No-Fault law,
including Covenant Medical Center v State Farm Mutual
Automobile Insurance Co., Spectrum Health Hospitals v
Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Co., Adanalic v Harco
National Insurance Co., Bronson Methodist Hospital v Auto-
Owners Insurance Co., and Borgess Medical Center v
Resto, as well as more recent appellate litigation involving
health system reimbursement.

His appellate work has addressed issues including medical-
provider rights, insurer priority, the reasonableness of
medical charges, coverage and PIP eligibility, statutory
interest and attorney fees, provider intervention rights, and
other questions affecting payment for medical care.

Dick has also represented industry and professional



organizations as amicus curiae before the Michigan
Supreme Court in cases presenting issues with
consequences beyond the immediate parties. That work has
included representing organizations seeking to provide the
Court with the broader health care or No-Fault industry
perspective on significant questions of Michigan law.

His appellate experience also informs his trial practice. Dick
approaches significant trial-court matters with an
understanding of how legal issues are likely to be framed,
preserved, and ultimately evaluated on appeal.

Professional Affiliations, Activities and Honors

Dick recently completed his term as President of the Grand
Rapids Bar Association and now serves as its Immediate
Past President. He also serves on Miller Johnson’s
Management Committee and on the Board of Guiding Light.

His previous leadership includes serving as Chair of the
Grand Rapids Bar Association Litigation Section, President
of the Grand Rapids Chapter of the American Inns of Court,
President of the Legal Assistance Center of Kent County,
and Co-Chair of the Justice Foundation of West Michigan.
He also founded Miller Johnson’s Wellness Committee.

Dick was appointed by the Michigan Supreme Court and the
State Bar of Michigan to serve on the Michigan Task Force
on Well-Being in the Law. The Task Force’s
recommendations led to the creation of the Michigan
Commission on Well-Being in the Law.

He is a frequent speaker at the Michigan No-Fault Institute
and has taught trial advocacy through the Hillman Advocacy
Program and the National Institute for Trial Advocacy. He
has presented at the Michigan Judicial Institute and is co-
author of the Attorneys’ Fees and Costs chapter of

ICLE’s Michigan Civil Procedure.

Dick is listed in Best Lawyers in America® for Commercial
Litigation and Litigation — Health Care.

Education



Dick received his law degree in 1996 from the University of
Toledo, where he was a published member of the University
of Toledo Law Review, and his undergraduate degree in
1992 from the University of Michigan.

Dick is admitted to practice in Michigan, the U.S. District
Courts for the Eastern and Western Districts of Michigan,

and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit.
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